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The Otago Academy, the Motorsport 
Academy and the Central Otago Academy 
have run very successfully along with 
the Otago and Central Otago ‘Pathway 
to Podium” programmes. Sport Otago 
holds the contracts with Sport NZ for 
these programmes and sub-contracts 
us to provide the services, through a 
talented pool of service providers.

In October 2014 a very popular and 
successful Coaches conference was held 
in Dunedin with 107 participants. The 
results from the post conference survey 
indicated the excellent value participants 
received from the event. This event was 
underwritten by the Academy South Island 
Education Trust and a similar conference 
will be held again in the future.

In all areas of operation the Academy 
appears to be delivering services 
much appreciated by the athletes, their 
parents, coaches and supporters and it 
is very pleasing to be acknowledged as 
contributing to their successes.

ACADEMY PROGRAMMES

The Otago Academy continues to perform 
successfully with great results both 
nationally and internationally. The excellent 
work of Raylene Bates, Natalie Fraser and 
Stacey Peeters continues to contribute to 
this success and our thanks are extended 
to them for their work. The graduation 
ceremonies for the Academies are well 
presented with the athletes given the 
opportunity to display their public  
speaking and cooking skills! 

MOTORSPORT ACADEMY

The NZ Motorsport Academy Camp 
number 12 was held during the week of 
29th June – 5th July. A huge success. 
Congratulations to Michael Young 
for taking out overall honours as top 

graduate for 2015. Bradley Lathrope and 
Nicole Summerfield, picked up second 
and third placing respectively in what was 
a very tight decision. Team Zen Kai won 
the team award.

Since its inception in 2004, 99 competitors, 
made up of 66 race drivers, 27 rally 
competitors and 5 KartSport NZ, 1 
drifter and 2 co-drivers in 2015, (a first 
for the Academy) have been through the 
programme. Feedback from drivers and 
the Motorsport New Zealand Scholarship 
Trust was again very positive and we look 
forward to hosting the Academy Camp  
No 13 in 2016.

STAFF

Raylene Bates has been a stalwart of 
the organisation(s), coordinating all the 
activities over the years. Her enthusiasm 
is infectious and much appreciated by the 
Board and the service providers. Raylene 
has indicated that her role will change 
later in this year but I am sure she will not 
be moving too far away from the Academy 
and its athletes.

BOARD

It is with great sadness and regret that 
we record the passing of Mike Piper in 
February 2015. Mike was an inaugural 
Board member in 2000, has served 
the organisation since then and was 
Chairman at the time of his passing, 
following a long battle with skin cancer. 
Mike was well respected by his fellow 
Board members and generally all those 
he came into contact with. A tribute to 
Mike follows in this report.

The Board is also sorry to accept the 
resignation of Dame Lois Muir, the 
inaugural Chair of the Board in 2000.  
Well known and respected throughout 

New Zealand sporting circles, Lois will  
be missed for her incisive opinions and 
her much valued enthusiasm and loyalty. 
We thank Lois for her contributions and 
wish her well.

Thanks are due to all the Board members 
for their valuable contributions and time 
contributed to the Academy over the  
past year.

Steve Brocklebank 
Chairman
31 August 2015 

Otago Academy of Sport

CHAIRMANS  
REPORT  
2015

During the past year, Excellence in Sport South Island progressed the planned 
divestment of the Southland Academy. This took place in early 2015 with Southland 
forming the “Talent Development Southland Charitable Trust”. The distribution 
of funds from ESSI to Southland then left us with our renamed organisation, the 

“Otago Academy of Sport Incorporated”. Both organisations aim to continue the 
valuable contributions to our talented young athletes to ensure they are well 
prepared for the high performance environment to which they aspire.
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It is noted with deep sadness the passing 
of founding Board member and Chair of 
Excellence in Sport South Island (now 
Otago Academy of Sport), Mike Piper in 
January 2015.

Mike had suffered from skin cancer 
for some time and fought to the bitter 
end. His passion and contribution to the 
entity (both NZ Academy of Sport South 
Island then latterly Excellence in Sport 
South Island) and sport in general was 
enormous. He looked outside the square, 
it was his vision to have a mobile unit and 
then when we had one, he wanted one 
in every centre in the South Island. His 
guidance with the financial side of the 
entity provided the necessary checks and 
balances. But it was his genuine passion 
for sport that Mike will be remembered 
for. He fought hard for the development 
of the Stadium in Invercargill, fought to 
ensure that the regions did not suffer 
through centralisation of sports and 
programmes and took an interest in 
every athlete that represented the 
Academy and South Island provinces. 
Athletics especially was where his heart 
lay. As a distinguished national and 
international athlete himself, he was a 
legend amongst the athletics fraternity. 
The younger athletes may not have known 
who he was but he certainly knew who 
they were. Even at the 2014 NZ Track & 
Field Championships, Mike sat on the 
bank at Newtown Park in the freezing 
wind, feeling quite unwell, watching 
the Southland long jumpers prove that 
they were a force to be reckoned with. 
Likewise he attended every session at the 
South Island Coaches Conference held in 
October 2014, fully participating, taking 
an interest and sharing knowledge. Again 
at a time when he was battling his illness.    

The 2013 Southland administrator of 
the year was a life member of Athletics 
Southland and the Invercargill athletics 
club, a trustee of the Southland Cycling 
Trust and the Southland Amateur 
Sports Trust, as well as chairman of the 
Excellence in Sport (South Island) concept, 
former chairman of Stadium Southland 
and an original trustee of Sport Southland.

Mike will be deeply missed, not just as 
an expert in the business and sporting 
world but as a dear friend also.  
Rest in peace Mike.

MIKE PIPER 
TRIBUTE

Otago Academy of Sport donated the Mike 
Piper Memorial Trophy which was designed 
and carved from Oamaru stone by local 
carver John Burke. This was presented 
at the Southland Sports Awards on 26th 
June 2015 by Joy Piper. It was fitting that 
local Southland athlete Jordan Rackham 
(pictured below) was the inaugural winner. 
The criteria for the trophy was INTEGRITY, 
COMMITMENT and EXCELLENCE. These 
three words being a summary of Mikes 
contribution to the Academy and sporting 
community in general.
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The inaugural talent development 
programme of Academy Southland 
ceased under ESSI governance as at 
31 January 2015. The programme was 
transferred to Talent Development 
Southland as the governing body for 
Academy Southland, the Southland 
Performance Coach Programme and  
the Pathway to Podium Southland Hub. 

The board members for Talent 
Development Southland are Keith Brown 
(Chairperson), Rex Capil, Jane Muir,  
Murray Brown, Pete Thomson and  
Brendon McDermott.

The programme continued to receive 
valuable support from the ILT Foundation, 
the Community Trust of Southland and 
Sport Southland during 2014 and 2015. 
The longstanding relationship and 
investment of these stakeholders has 
meant that the Southland programme 
has been the most successful talent 
development programme and will 
continue to blossom in the years to come.

The 2015 ILT Southland Sports Awards 
highlighted the value Academy Southland 
adds to the athletes in the programme. 
Of the seven finalists in the Senior Sports 
person category, five were previous 
Academy Southland athletes. Pieter 
Bulling was named as the ILT Senior 
Sportsperson of the year, and the fact 
he is still riding a bike is testament to 
the hard work done by Jason McKenzie 
in Pieter’s early days. The Junior 
Sportsperson of the year had four current 
or ex- Academy athletes and Kristen 
Froude was named as the Vodafone Junior 
Sportsperson.  

A new award was presented in this year’s 
awards acknowledging the hard work 
in talent development done by Mike 
Piper who passed away earlier in the 
year. Mike’s legacy will be recognised 
every year by the Mike Piper Trophy for 
integrity, commitment and excellence to 
an Academy Southland athlete who has 
demonstrated these traits both in and out 
of the sporting arena. Jordan Rackham 
(athletics) received the inaugural award.

HIGHLIGHTS

Mark Bell (Performance Coach) assisted 
Paul Henare in coaching the Southland 
Sharks to becoming the 2016 NBL 
champions.

Clarke Dermody (Performance Coach) 
credited by Jamie Joseph as turning 
around the Highlanders scrum, took 
the Highlanders to the Super 15 Final 
versus the Hurricanes in Wellington. For 
the first time in the history of the Super 
Rugby competition, the Highlanders were 
victorious over the Hurricanes.

Michaela Townshend (Year 2 Athlete) 
took gold in the prestigious U18 Women’s 
singles race at Maadi Cup in March this 
year. She then went on to the junior trial 
where she has been selected to row as 
part of the NZ junior women’s team at the 
World Junior Rowing Championships to 
be held in Rio later this year.  

Jack Beaumont (Year 2 Athlete) won the 
junior section NZ Mountain Running 
Champs in April and has been selected as 
part of the NZ Mountain Running Team to 
compete in Wales in September.

Sammy Murrell (Year 2 Athlete) has been 
selected in the NZ Secondary Schools 
Girls Football team.

Atipa Mabonga (Year 1 Athlete) has 
broken the New Zealand Secondary 
Schools and Junior triple jump record. 

Laura Moffat (Year 1 Athlete) was 
selected to trial for the NZ Secondary 
Schools Netball Team.

Emma Cumming (Year 1 Athlete) is 
one of eight selected to compete in  the 
UCI Junior Worlds in Kazakhstan in 
September.

Elizabeth Reid (Year 1 Athlete) has been 
named in the New Zealand development 
ski team.

ACADEMY 
SOUTHLAND 
PROGRAMME 
UPDATE

The Academy Southland Talent Accelerator 
programme is kindly supported by:
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The nationwide Pathway to Podium 
programme was launched in 2014 to 
help emerging athletes and coaches to 
be better prepared for the demands of 
a life in high performance sport. The 
objective of the programme is to provide 
the New Zealand high performance 
system with an increased number of 
athletes who understand and are better 
prepared for the demands of a high 
performance environment and who have 
the potential to win on the world stage.

Otago is one of the larger hubs around the 
country with 35 athletes across year 1 and 
year 2 competing in snow sports, rowing, 
para-swimming, bike, women’s rugby 
sevens, athletics and netball. 17 of these 
athletes are based in and around Wanaka 
with the remaining 18 based in Dunedin. 
Due to the large number of athletes 
based in Central Otago the workshops 
for the programme are delivered in both 
Wanaka and Dunedin. The programme 
has got off to a fantastic start for 2015 
with great engagement from the athletes 
involved and with many of these athletes 
representing New Zealand on the national 
and international stage. 

HIGHLIGHTS include Hamish McLean 
representing New Zealand at the IPC 
World Swimming Champs achieving PB’s 
in all of his events, Tom Clyma, Emma 
Weith, Davina Waddy, Phillip Wilson, 
Anna Watson-Taylor and Hugo Elworthy 
being selected in the NZU21 Rowing 
team and Ella Greenslade representing 
New Zealand in the U23 Rowing Team at 
the U23 World Rowing Champs. Lachie 
McGregor representing New Zealand 
in the Junior NZ Track Cycling Team at 
Oceania Champs. Tiarn Colins and Zoi 
Sadowski-Synnott both placed 1st in 
their respective events at the Continental 
cup in July. Corrah Phillips was 1st at 
the Seven Springs Rev Tour in USA, and 
selected for Junior World in China March 
2015. Duncan Campbell was 10th in the 
first World Cup event in March 2015.

WORKSHOPS AND  
ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT

YEAR ONE

-  Programme Introduction

-  Athlete Life – Journey of a High 
Performance Athlete.

-  Athlete Life – Athlete Support Team  
and Effective Communication. 

-  Athlete Life – Social Media.

-  Athlete Life – Managing Energy.

-  Performance Psychology – Introduction 
to the Psychology of Success 
Performance.

-  Performance Psychology – Basic Mental 
Skills for Sport Performance. 

-  Nutrition – Baseline Nutrition.

-  Nutrition – Growth, Energy and Micro 
Nutrients for Young People. 

-  Nutrition – Hydration.

-  Performance Psychology - Mindfulness. 

-  Strength and Conditioning –  
Training to be an Athlete. 

-  Drug Free Sport.

-  Athlete Life - Media Skills  
and Professionalism. 

-  Nutrition - Role of Supplements. 

-  Nutrition - Cooking Class.

-  Nutrition - Supermarket tour

YEAR TWO

-  Programme Introduction and  
Individual Performance Plans. 

-  Athlete Life – Communication Skills  
and Life Decisions

-  Athlete Life – Transition into the  
High Performance Environment.

-  Athlete Life – Coping with Travel. 

-  Performance Psychology –  
Your Brain and Performance.

-  Performance Psychology – Learning in 
Action; the Power of Reflective Practice.

-  Nutrition – Pre-event Nutrition  
and Hydration. 

-  Nutrition – Recovery and Travel 
Nutrition. 

-  Strength and Conditioning –  
Training to Be an Athlete. 

-  Drug Free Sport.

-  Athlete Life - Media Skill  
and Professionalism.

-  Nutrition – The Role of Supplements. 

-  Nutrition – Cooking Class,

-  Nutrition – Supermarket Tour.

-  Performance Psychology – Mindfulness. 

OTAGO 
PATHWAY 
TO PODIUM 
PROGRAMME

The Academy Otago and Central Otago 
Talent Accelerator programme is kindly 
supported by:
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NZ Elite motorsport Academy Camp  
No 12 was again delivered successfully 
by the Otago Academy of Sport in July 
of this year. Congratulations to Michael 
Young for taking out overall honours as 
top graduate for 2015. Bradley Lathrope 
and Nicole Summerfield, picked up 
second and third placing respectively in 
what was a very tight decision. Team Zen 
Kai captained won the team award.

Since its inception in 2004, 99 competitors 
having been through the programme 
made up of 66 race drivers, 27 rally 
competitors and 5 kartSport NZ ,  
1 drifter and 2 co-drivers a first for the 
Academy. Feedback from drivers and the 
Motorsport New Zealand Scholarship 
Trust was again very positive and we look 
forward to Academy Camp No 13 in 2016.

The programme continues to be fortunate 
to have a core group of presenters and 
assistants who have been involved with the 
programme for some years. Thank you to 
the trustees for their continued support 
of this programme which provides the 
platform for the young New Zealand drivers 
to make their mark on the world stage.

It continues to be a thrill for all involved 
in the programme to see the likes of 
Academy graduates Jamie Conroy, Earl 
Bamber, Haydon Paddon, Mitch Evans, 
Brendon Hartley and Richie Stanaway, 
to name a few, making their mark on the 
international stage in motorsport.

MOTORSPORT 
ACADEMY

ACADEMY 
OTAGO AND 
CENTRAL 
OTAGO
PROGRAMME UPDATE

The Academy Otago and Central Otago 
Academy Programmes were launched in 
Dunedin and Wanaka in March this year 
beginning with workshops in the areas of 
Athlete Life and Nutrition. This was then 
followed by the joint Academy South-
land, Academy Otago and Central Otago 
Camp in April which was attended by our 
year one athletes. The camp is always 
a highlight of the year for this group of 
athletes and they were introduced to many 
new high performance practices. Some of 
these included self-massage techniques 
and functional movement patterns, cook-
ing lessons, media skills, mental skills 
and pool recovery strategies.   

The programme has got off to a fantastic 
start for 2015 with great engagement from 
the athletes involved and with many of 
these athletes representing New Zealand 
on the national and international stage. 

HIGHLIGHTS include Shannon Hope 
and Paul Wright being selected in the 
NZU19 Mountain Bike Team to represent 
New Zealand at World Champs, Abby 
and Sophie Erwood gaining selection 
in the NZU21 Netball Squad, Ginny 
Wilson, Maddi McLean and Johnny Thorn 
gaining selection into the Women’s and 
Men’s Junior World Cup Hockey Squads 
and Anna Grimaldi gaining selection to 
represent NZ at the IPC World Athletics 
Champs. 



		  TRUST		  ACADEMY	
	 2015	 2014	 2015	 2014
	 $	 $	 $	 $
Income

Grants/Sport NZ Contract	 -	 -	 139,785	 243,482
Other Projects & Services	 7,948	 -	 150,932	 35,673
Interest	 1,606	 2,616	 4,177	 3,239

Total Income	 9,554	 2,616	 294,894	 282,394
				  
Less Expenditure

Operating Expenditure	 544	 (420)	 65,398	 67,284
Programme / Service Delivery Expenditure	 -	 -	 249,534	 214,829
Coach Education Forum 	 30,385 	 -    	  -   	  - 
Gift to Talent Development Southland Charitable Trust 	 - 	 -    	  44,318   	  - 

Total Expenditure	 30,929	 (420)	 359,250	 282,113

NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)	 $ (21,375)	 $ 3,036	 $ (64,356)	 $ 281
				  
				  

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF  
MOVEMENTS IN EQUITY
For the year ended 30 June 2015
		  TRUST		  ACADEMY	
	 2015	 2014	 2015	 2014
	 $	 $	 $	 $

Opening Equity	 72,818	 69,782	 58,892	 58,611
				  
Plus Net Surplus/(Deficit)	 (21,375)	 3,036	 (64,356)	 281

Total Recognised Revenue & Expenses	 (21,375)	 3,036	 (64,356)	 281
				  
Closing Equity	 $ 51,443	 $ 72,818	 $ (5,464)	 $ 58,892
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Otago Academy of Sport Incorporated 
Academy South Island Education Trust

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF 
FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
For the year ended 30 June 2015



		  TRUST		  ACADEMY	
	 2015	 2014	 2015	 2014
	 $	 $	 $	 $
Net Cash Inflows (Outflows) from (to):-
  -  Operating Activities	 (19,865)	 923	 (102,536)	 1,477
  -  Investing Activities	 -	 -	 (36,311)	 -

Net Increase (Decrease) in Cash Held for Year	 (19,865)	 923	 (138,847)	 1,477
Cash at the Beginning of the Year	 71,705	 70,782	 256,875	 255,398

Cash at the end of the year	 $ 51,840	 $ 71,705	 $ 118,028	 $ 256,875	
					   
	

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF  
FINANCIAL POSITION
As at 30 June 2015
		  TRUST		  ACADEMY	
	 2015	 2014	 2015	 2014
	 $	 $	 $	 $

Equity / (Deficit in Equity)	 $ 51,443	 $ 72,818	 $ (5,464)	 $ 58,892

Represented by :-
Current Assets 
Current Account, Call & Term Deposits	 51,840	 71,705	 118,028	 256,875
Interest Accrued	 103	 263	 -	 -
Receivables & Prepayments	 -   	 1,350	  6,575   	  8,047 

Total Assets	 51,943	 73,318	 124,603	 264,922

Less
Current Liabilities 
Accounts Payable	 -	 -	 19,843	 11,158
Sundry Accruals	 500	 500	 9,750	 12,050
Income in Advance / Unexpended Grants	 -	 -	 100,474	 182,822

Total Liabilities	 500	 500	 130,067	 206,030

NET ASSETS	 $ 51,443	 $ 72,818	 $ (5,464)	 $ 58,892
				  

For and on behalf of the Board :-

Board Chair (S Brocklebank)	 Date: 19 August, 2015

Board Member (H Littleworth)	 Date: 19 August, 2015
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Otago Academy of Sport Incorporated 
Academy South Island Education Trust

SUMMARY STATEMENT  
OF CASHFLOWS
For the year ended 30 June 2015



These summary financial statements have been extracted from the full 
financial statements approved by the respective Boards on 28 July 2015.

The full financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the 
stated policies of the Trust and Society respectively. These summary financial 
statements comply with accounting standard FRS 43 (PBE) “Summary 
Financial Statements” as appropriate for a public benefit entity.

The full financial statements of the Academy South Island Education Trust and 
Excellence in Sport South Island Inc. are available and may be obtained from 
130 Anzac Avenue, Dunedin.

The summary financial statements cannot be expected to provide as complete 
an understanding as provided by the full financial statements. 

The full financial statements have been independently reviewed and an 
unmodified review opinion has been issued on the financial statements of 
Academy South Island Education Trust. A modified review opinion has been 
issued on the financial statements of Otago Academy of Sport Incorporated to 
draw readers attention to the negative equity position at 30 june 2015 which 
may cast significant doubt about the Academy’s ability to continue as a going 
concern. In addition, these summary financial statements have been reviewed 
by the auditor, and their report is attached.

Community Trust of Southland  
- Academy Southland Talent Accelerator Programme

ILT Foundation  
- Academy Southland Talent Accelerator Programme

Otago Community Trust  
- Academy Otago Talent Accelerator Programme
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Otago Academy of Sport Incorporated 
Academy South Island Education Trust

NOTES TO THE SUMMARY 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the year ended 30 June 2015

SUMMARY OF GRANTS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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AUDIT
REPORT

Independent Assurance Practitioners’ Review 
Report on Summary Financial Statements
to the members of the Academy South Island Education Trust and Otago Academy of Sport Incorporated

Report on the Summary Financial Statements 
We have reviewed the attached summary financial statements of Academy South Island Education 
Trust and Otago Academy of Sport Incorporated which comprise the summary statements of 
financial position as at 30 June 2015, the summary statements of financial performance, summary 
statements of movements in equity and summary statements of cash flows for the year then ended, 
and related notes, which are extracted from the reviewed financial statements of both entities for the 
year ended 30 June 2015.  

We have issued our independent assurance practitioners’ review reports on the financial statements 
of Academy South Island Education Trust and Otago Academy of Sport Incorporated on 19 August 
2015.  Our review report on Academy South Island Education Trust is unmodified.  Our review 
report on Otago Academy of Sport Incorporated is modified to include an “emphasis of matter” to 
bring readers attention to the negative equity of $5,464 at 30 June 2015 and the uncertainty that this 
may cast significant doubt on the Society’s ability to continue as a going concern.

The summary financial statements do not contain all the disclosures required for full financial 
statements under the accounting policies adopted by both entities. Reading the summary financial 
statements, therefore, is not a substitute for reading the reviewed financial statements of Academy 
South Island Education Trust and Otago Academy of Sport Incorporated.

Boards’ Responsibilities for the Financial Statements
The respective Boards of Academy South Island Education Trust and Otago Academy of Sport 
Incorporated are responsible for the preparation of the summaries of the reviewed financial 
statements in accordance with FRS-43 (PBE): Summary Financial Statements.

Assurance Practitioners’ Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the summary financial statements based on our 
procedures, which were conducted in accordance with the Statement of Review Engagement 
Standard RS1.

Other than in our capacity as assurance practitioners conducting the review procedures we have no 
relationship with, or interests in, Academy South Island Education Trust or Otago Academy of Sport 
Incorporated.

Opinion on the Summary Financial Statements
In our opinion, the attached summary financial statements have been correctly derived from the 
reviewed financial statements of Academy South Island Education Trust and Otago Academy of Sport 
Incorporated for the year ended 30 June 2015 and they are consistent, in all material respects, with 
those financial statements, in accordance with FRS-43 (PBE).

Restriction on Distribution or Use
This report is made solely to the members of Academy South Island Education Trust and Otago 
Academy of Sport Incorporated, as separate bodies. Our review work has been undertaken so that 
we might state to the members those matters which we are required to state to them in a review 
report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume 
responsibility to anyone other than the members, as a body, for our review procedures, for this 
report or for the opinion we have formed. 

Chartered Accountants	 Dunedin
19 August 2015
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Stephen Brocklebank – Chair
Michael Sidey
Helen Littleworth
Dr Tania Cassidy
John Brimble

Mike Piper – Chair  
(Resigned December 2014)
Dame Lois Muir (Resigned February 2015)

OUR TEAM (All Contractors)

Business Manager
Raylene Bates – Dunedin 

Academy Otago & Pathway to Podium
Natalie Van Leeuwen  
– Programme Manager 
Stacey Peeters  
– Admin Support

Academy Southland & Pathway to Podium  
(Transferred to Southland Talent  
Development December 2014)
Jason McKenzie  
– Programme Manager
Carly Anderson  
– Academy Southland Year 1
Aimee Burns  
– Nutrition Provider

Motorsport Academy
Natalie Van Leeuwen  
– Services Co-Ordinator
Michael Jacobs  
– Camp Co-Ordinator

OFFICE
HPSNZ Building,  
130 Anzac Ave, Dunedin 9016

WEBSITE
http://oas.org.nz

EMAIL
info@oas.org.nz

ACCOUNTANTS
PricewaterhouseCoopers

SOLICITORS
Preston Russell Law 

BANKERS
ASB
	
AUDITORS
Audit Professionals, Dunedin

STEPHEN BROCKLEBANK - Chair

Managing Director of Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers in Dunedin and chairman of 4 
Trades Apprenticeship Trust. He is Fellow 
of  Chartered Accountants Australia & 
New Zealand, a Life Member of the Otago 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry Inc 
and of the New Zealand Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, and is a member 
of the NZ Institute of Directors and the NZ 
Trustees Association. He has also held 
several positions on the boards of sporting 
organisations in Dunedin, and is Club 
Captain of the Sassenachs Rugby Football 
Club and Chairman of the Saint Clair Golf 
Club Board Inc Board of Management.

HELEN LITTLEWORTH

A 2005 appointment, Helen is a 
Dunedin-based sports and manipulative 
physiotherapist who has worked with a 
wide range of sporting codes and teams, 
including the 2002 Women’s Rugby World 
Cup-winning Black Ferns, and the 2007 
& 2009 Track & Field Team to the World 
Championships. Helen has been team 
physio at Olympic, Commonwealth Games 
and World Championship events and is now 
the Physio for the White Ferns. A former 
Black Ferns captain, she was also a  
New Zealand hockey representative.

MICHAEL SIDEY

Based in Wanaka, Michael is Deputy 
Chairman of Forsyth Barr Group Ltd and 
a director of the Halberg Disability Sport 
Foundation. He is an elected member 
of the University of Otago Council and a 
Trustee on several community Trusts.  
He has a strong interest in providing 
activity based opportunities for young 
people with attitude and is Chairman of 
the proposed Wanaka Watersports Facility 
project that will house non motorised 
sports groups on the lake front.

DR. TANIA CASSIDY

Tania was appointed to the Board in 
2013 and is a senior lecturer in the area 
of Pedagogy in the School of Physical 
Education, Sport and Exercise Sciences 
at Otago University. Prior to arriving at 
the University of Otago Tania studied for a 
PhD in the Faculty of Education at Deakin 
University, Victoria, Australia. Tania is the 
first author of a co-authored text entitled 
Understanding Sports Coaching: The social, 
cultural and pedagogical foundations of 
sports practice (2004. 2009; Routledge). 
Tania is on the Editorial Boards of 

several international journals. As well as 
teaching and research Tania is involved in 
community initiatives, such as the Taieri 
College Sports Council and President of 
the Opoho Bowling Club.

JOHN BRIMBLE

John was also appointed in 2013 
appointment and has degrees from 
Auckland, Otago and Australian 
Universities and a background in 
production management, industrial 
relations/advocacy, contract and project 
management, strategic and business 
planning, and business re-engineering 
and recovery. He has worked in both the 
private and public sector in senior roles. 
He has had a long involvement in sport 
as a competitor/administrator, and in a 
governance role and is currently CEO of 
Sport Otago. He served 14 years on the 
Board of Presbyterian Support Otago,  
12 of those years as Chairman of the 
finance committee, and has served on 
the Board of Basketball Otago. John is 
currently on the Board of Water Safety  
New Zealand, The New Zealand Masters 
Games Company and Chairman of the 
Southern Zone NZRL. He is also on a range 
of local organising committees.  

DAME LOIS MUIR 

Dame Lois resigned from the Board in 
February 2015 after serving on the Board  
for 15 years. Dame Lois was the inaugural 
Chair of the NZ Academy of Sport South 
Island. 

MIKE PIPER

Mike passed away in January 2015 after 
serving on the Board for 15 years. Mike had 
resigned as Chair in December. Mike also 
was an inaugural Board member of the NZ 
Academy of Sport South Island.

BOARD
PROFILES



2015
OAS ATHLETES

PATHWAY TO PODIUM YEAR 1

Name	 Sport	
Ellesse Andrews	 Bike (Track Under 17)
Tiarn Colins	 Snowboarding
Mitchel Davern	 Snowboarding
Zoi Sadowski-Synnott	 Snowboarding
Fletcher Craig	 Snowboarding
Ronan Thompson	 Snowboarding
Lachlan Blackmore	 Snowboarding
Anton Cousins	 Freeskiing
Ben Harrington	 Freeskiing
Manu Barnard	 Freeskiing
Maggie Little	 Freeskiing
Fynn Thompson	 Triathlon
Felix McDonald	 Athletics
Lachlan McGregor	 Cycling NZ
Jamie Hume	 Netball
Jennifer O’Connell	 Netball
Tom Clyma	 Rowing
Emma Weith	 Rowing
Anna Watson-Taylor	 Rowing
Davina Waddy	 Rowing
Ella Greenslade	 Rowing
Hugo Elworthy	 Rowing
Phillip Wilson	 Rowing
Rian Sanerive	 Rugby Sevens
Caitlin Deans	 Swimming

PATHWAY TO PODIUM YEAR 2

Hamish McLean	 Para Swimming
Sam Christie 	 Snowboard Slopestyle
Kristal Roberts 	 Snowboard Slopestyle
Corrah Phillips 	 Snowboard Slopestyle
Duncan Campbell 	 Snowboard Cross
Maddie McLean	 Hockey (Womens)
Jono Brownjohn	 Para Athletics
Caitlin Dore	 Para Athletics
Andrew Potter	 Rowing
Isobel Ryan	 Swimming
Finn Thompson	 Triathlon

ACADEMY OTAGO 2015

YEAR ONE
Aleisha Ruske	 Swimming
Bailey Saville	 Bike
Ginny Wilson	 Hockey
Daniel Cleminson	 Badminton
Christina Ashton	 Athletics
Todd Bates	 Athletics
Tom Grave	 Rowing
Alex Hanan	 Boxing
Richard Nelson-Parker	 Para-Athletics
Anna Grimaldi	 Para-Athletics

YEAR TWO
Robert Jopp	 Athletics
John Thorn	 Hockey
Abby Erwood	 Netball
Sophie Erwood	 Netball
Emma Winders	 Rowing
Shannon Hope	 XC Mountin Bike
Bailey Smith	 Netball (southland)

ACADEMY CENTRAL OTAGO 2015

YEAR ONE
Adriana Mawhinney	 Athletics
SamMcCulloch	 Slalom Kayaking
Kensa Randle	 Canoe Slalom
Nicole Shields	 Road Cycling
Piera Hudson	 Alpine Ski Racing
Hamish McHugh-Smith	 Cycling Road/Mtn Bike

YEAR TWO
Paul Wright	 Mtn Biking, Nordic Skiing, Biathlon
Riley Bruce	 Rowing
Ella Galletly	 Rowing
Lucy Geddes	 Rowing

SNOWSPORTS
Sam Lee	 Freeskiing (Big Mtn)
Anna Smoothy	 Freeskiing (Big Mtn)
Hank Bilous	 Freeskiing (Big Mtn)
Fraser McDougal	 Freeskiing (Big Mtn)
Adam Barwood	 Alpine
Willis Feasey	 Alpine
Nick Prebble	 Alpine
Aaron Ewen	 Para Alpine	

CARDED - EX P2P IN 2014
Finn Bilous 	 Freeski Slopestyle/Pipe
Miguel Porteous 	 Freeski Slopestyle/Pipe
Nico Porteous 	 Freeski Slopestyle/Pipe
Jackson Wells 	 Freeski Slopestyle
JJ Rayward 	 Snowboard Slopestyle
Carlos Garcia Knight 	 Snowboard Slopestyle


